
ETHNICITY AND POLITICAL MARGINALISATION IN NIGERIA: A STUDY OF JASAWA COMMUNITY IN PLATEAU STATE



BY
Salisu Hassan INUSA 
MSC/SOC-SCI/32294/2012-2013



A DISSERTATION SUBMITETED TO THE SCHOOL OF POSTGRADUATE STUDIES AHMADU BELLO UNIVERSITY, ZARIA
IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE AWARD OF A MASTER OF SCIENCE IN POLITICAL SCIENCE.



DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
AHMADU BELLO UNIVERSITY, ZARIA
NIGERIA

MAY, 2018


Declaration 
I declare that the work in this 	Dissertation entitled Ethnicity and Political Marginalisation in Nigeria: A Study of Jasawa Community in Plateau State has been carried out by me in the Department of Political Science and International Studies. The information derived from the literature has been duly acknowledged in the text and a list of references provided. No part of this Dissertation report was previously presented for another degree or diploma at this or any other institution.

Salisu Inusa Hassan 		          _________________                               ________________
  Name of Student  			      Signature					  Date













	
Certification 
This Dissertation entitled ETHNICITY AND POLITICAL MARGINALISATION IN NIGERIA: A STUDY OF JASAWA COMMUNITY IN PLATEAU STATE by Salisu Hassan INUSA meets the regulations governing the award of the Degree of Master of Science in Political Science of Ahmadu Bello University, and is approved for its contribution to knowledge and literary presentation.


Dr Mohammed Faal		     Signature________________ 	    Date__________________
Chairman Supervisory Committee			

Prof. Ayo Rauf Dunmoye          Signature_________________	   Date__________________
Member Supervisory Committee			

Dr Aliyu Yahaya		     Signature_________________      Date__________________
Head of Department					

Prof. S.Z. Abubakar	                Signature_________________      Date__________________
Dean, School of Postgraduate Studies		



Acknowledgements
To Allah be the glory (Alhamdulillahil Ladhi Bi-Ni’imatihi Tatimmussalihat), I duly acknowledged Allah’s enormous bounties and blessings for spearing our lives to this time and the wisdom bestow on us in the course of making this research work a reality. However, it is with humility that I acknowledged the contributions of Professor Ayo Rauf Dunmoye and Dr Mohammed Faal who supervised this Dissertation for their insightful observations and objective criticism in a way that enriched the work to academic standard. 
Similarly, I equally want to express my gratitude to the internal discussant Dr Dayyabu Muhammad Hassan for his painstaking comments and observation which further enriched the work. More so, the contribution of the external examiner in person of Professor David O. Alabi who made his scholarly observation and found this Dissertation fit for examination, may you all be rewarded abundantly. Equally the internal/external examiner Dr Adegboyega Kamorudeen who exhibited masterly of research requisite that further enrich the work to standard, I remain indebted to you all my teachers and models in academics. 
I must profoundly lend my appreciation to Prof. Hudu Ayuba Abdullahi Director, Institute for Development Research and Training A.B.U Zaria for his moral and academic guidance and Prof. Yusuf Yakubu Abdullahi in particular which I want to use this medium to congratulate you on your recent promotion to the rank of Professor, may Allah SWT reward you all. Special thanks to the Dean Faculty of Social Sciences Prof. P.P. Izah and Head of Department (Associate Prof.) Dr Aliyu Yahaya for their exemplary leadership in championing the course of academic excellence in the Faculty of Social Sciences and Department of political Science and International Studies in particular. Also worthy of mention are Prof. Unobe Ejembi a senior academic in the department, Dr Lawal Sarki Tafida the Msc PG Co-ordinator for facilitating the defence schedule both internal and external, the same goes to Dr David O. Moveh, I duly appreciates you all. And to all the lecturers and supporting staff in the Department of Political Science and International Studies who in one way or the other contributed to my success in pursuit of academic excellence, space will not permit me to mention you all, however you are hereby duly acknowledged and appreciated.
This acknowledgement will be inconclusive without the mention of Federal University, Kashere, Gombe State for granting me study fellowship as part of staff development and training; I owe you a lot and promise to give back from what I learnt. My colleagues in the Department of Political Science, I say a big thank you for your support and comeradie. Worthy of mention are Dr Ahmed Wali Ag. Head of Department, Abdulkadir Ahmed, Abubakar Muhammad Sambo, Babayo Sule, Umar Alhaji, Ramatu Boyi and Dr Muhamad Bello formerly with us in Kashere, now with Federal University, Dutse, Jigawa State among others too numerous to mention especially the pioneer academic and non-academic staff. 
And to all my colleagues in the university from their respective departments, I acknowledged all your physical and moral support, space will not allow me to mention you all, but you’re so dear to me.However, a special appreciation goes to the DVC Federal University, Kashere Prof Saleh Mohammed Sir Bashir Ma’aruf Sani, Tijjani U. Haruna of the Department of Animal Science, Faculty of Agric for your moral support, which equal to say a friend in need is a friend indeed. 
To my parents Inusa Hassan and Aishatu I. Hassan, my gratitude is unquantifiable for teaching me moral lessons of life, for your endurance and determination to give me the best of your time in solace and indeed your prayers for me to succeed. A particular gratitude to my wife for her perseverance and tolerance in the period of my absence, my siblings, family members and friends, I remain grateful for your consistent prayers in realizing this laudable fit. 
I equally want to acknowledged the class of 2012/2013 session for your wonderful support in times of need and your constructive engagement during our course work which profoundly enriched my perspective for learning and research, in particular the late Omojarabi Wasiu Olorunfemi (Marshall) who passed on to the great beyond on 5th January, 2017, may his soul rest in Jannatul Firdausi amin.
To my Father-in-law Mallam Musa Ibrahim Sagagi I am indebted to your unflinching support also Mallam Rabiu Isah Hassan, Research Assistant Arewa House Kaduna, I cannot end this acknowledgement without mentioning you for your tremendous support with valuable materials relevant to the work and insightful comments, I remain grateful. 
All the libararies I have utilized in the course of this research are worthy of mention like Kashim Ibrahim library (KIL) A.B.U Zaria, Plateau State library Jos, Center for Democratic Research, Kano,  Federal college of Forestry, Jos, Staff and Post-Graduate library, Department of Political Science and International Studies A.B.U., I must expressed my appreciation to the staff of the aforementioned libraries for all your support with materials and facilities in the course of this study. 
To my research assistants who help in the administration of questionnaire, the likes of Nafiu Aliyu, Mubarak Jibril Tofa, Abba Abubakar Dan-Shira, Abdullahi Musa Ibrahim, Anas Yunus, Jibrin AB Kalam, Alh Danyaro and Mallam Bala I want to say a big thank you all for your endurance in ensuring the smooth distribution and return of the questionnaires. To the interviewees, your cooperation is highly appreciated for giving your time when I knock on your doors and your kind response is valuable to the attainment of the research objectives.  








Dedication
This work is first of all dedicated to the service of humanity and the marginalised.
· My parents; Inusa Hassan and Aishatu Inusa Hassan (Ummah)
· My wife; Mubaraka Musa Ibrahim 
· My two Sons; Mukhtar Salisu and Late Mubarak Salisu, may Allah S.W.T. His infinite Mercy admits you into Jannatul Firdausi Amin.
















Abstract
This study examines the role of ethnicity and the extent to which its consequences affect ethnic relations and political marginalisation of the Jasawa community in Jos North and Plateau state in general. One of the features of a multi-ethnic state is the exhibition of politics of group identity, which tend to manifest largely in form contestation by the relatively larger ethnic groups over others. Ethnic politics or identity politics in developing democracies usually induce conflicts over certain interest between and amongst the competing groups. The basis could be the aspiration for the control of political authority and economic scarce resources between the contending groups, which is likely to strengthened group consciousness towards establishing distinct identities. The study objectives examined the extent to which ethnic contestation over ownership of Jos results to political marginalisation of the Jasawa community. It also investigated the manifestation of indigene/settler dichotomy been a crucial factor in political contest and finally the study attempted to explore other likely factors other than ethnicity responsible for group politics and contestation. The theory adopted in the study is the “group theory”. Group theory hinged on the assumption that the best political outcomes would arise as a result of group conflict and that free and active group life was seen as crucial to the functioning of a democracy, in which the role of state was not to dictate outcomes, but rather to arbitrate among various outcomes. The theory further stated that, the best functioning democracy would not necessarily be the one with best constitutional structure, but rather the one with the most blamed, active and responsive group system. Data were generated using primary and secondary source, the instruments of questionnaire and in-depth interview were utilised. The responses from the questionnaire was analysed using a tabular form presented in simple frequency and percentage, while the qualitative interview data was transcribed qualitatively and analysed. The findings of the study revealed that, the basis for agitations and counter agitations between the Jasawa community and the Berom, Anaguta and the Afizere has been significantly influenced by ethnic identity and inter-communal relations. And that, the colonialist were culpable in entrenching animosity and suspicion between and among ethnic nationalities in Jos-Plateau. The interplay of the variables of ethnicity and political marginalisation as interrogated in the study correlate with one of the assumptions that; “The basis for ethnic contestation over the ownership of Jos is historical, thus a significant factor that contribute to the political marginalisation of the Jasawa community in Jos North”. The study concludes that, the crux of the matter lies in the myth that a Hausa man is not an indigene of Jos, despite the community’s effort in lobbying for the creation of Jos North LG in 1991. The study therefore, recommends that, mutual respect of everybody’s feeling, recognition in terms of giving equal opportunities to all, socio-economic justice, fair play and political engineering with all its attendants components, promotion of norms and values in religion, tradition and culture are significant indices for proper communal integration socially, culturally, economically and politically.
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